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AIXAMUK

(The Alchemist)

Ha BeplIMHe TOpbl, HAOyXIIre CKIOHBI KOTOPOM ¥ OCHOBAaHUS TOIIOPLIATCS KOCMATHIM
JIecoM, IIPUBOJIBHO PAaCKUHYBIUINM y3JI0BaThle AepeBbsl, BEHIIOM Ha JIOXKe TPaB BO3JIEKUT
3aMOK MOUX ITpeAKOB. 3 BeKa B BeK OLIEPUBIIMECS 3YOIIBI CTEH JIep)KaT B y37le CYpPOBYIO,
WU3PBITYI0 MOPIIVMHAMU MECTHOCTb, IIPUHSB IIOL CBOE IIOKPOBUTEIBCTBO HAJIMEHHBIN
3aMOK, CONEpHUYAIOIIWM II0 OPEeBHOCTH, CYyHASA II0 BeJIMYeCTBEHHOMY CHUIIYITy, C
3aMUIebIMHA CTeHaMU. J[IpeBHMe OalllHM, IIpOKaJIeHHble BUXPeM IIOKOJIEHUH, B
MHOTOYVCIIEHHBIX SI3BaX, OCTaBJI€HHBIX MeJJIeHHO, HO HaBepHAKA IEeHCTBYIOIIUM SOM -
BpeMeHeM, B 310Xy ¢eomanusMa CIaBUIUCH 110 Bceii @paHIIM, HAaBOAS y’Kac Ha OOHUX U
BOCXMIIAS APYrux. BOMHUIIBI U YKPBITUS BUIENH 06apoHOB, rpadoB U Hayke KOPOJIEH,
TOTOBBIX OUTHCS O MOCIIEIHEro, ¥ HUKOIA 3XO0 OT IIaroB 3aBOeBaTeNlel He pa3faBajioch B
IIPOCTOPHBIX 3aJIaX 3aMKa.

OXHAaKO C TOM TrepoOMYEeCcKOM IIOphHl BCEe MEPEMEHUIOCh. BeIHOCTh, HEMHOTHM
OTJIMYaBIUASACA OT KpaWHeH HYKObl, W TOpPABIHS, He II03BOJIMBINASA HaCIeIHHUKaM
OCKBEDHUTh CBOE€ CJIaBHOE€ HMS TOProBHIMH adepaMH, OOperau Ha rubeilb HeKorma
OEeBCTBEHHOE BEJIMKOJIENHE BIaJIeHU; TaK YTO BCE 3[[eCh - OCEBIINE CTE€HBI, 3aIylleHHad
6yHiHas pacCTUTENIBHOCTh IIapKa, MEPecOXIUWH pOB, HAIlOJIHEHHBIM ITBUIBIO, liepbaThie
BHYTPEHHHE ABOPUKH, HAaKpEHUBIIHECAd OallleHKH, ITOKOCHBIUNHECS ITIOJIbI, TpadyeHHas
obLIMBKA, ITOOJIEKILIe TOOEJIEHBI - CJIarajio FPYCTHYIO IIOBECTh 06 OCKyeBIIeH pocKouu. C
rogaMy OOHA W3 TIJIaBHBIX OallleH pa3Ba/iliiach, IIOTOM HACTYMIWIa O4Yepedb IOPYTHX.
YeThIpexryiaBas KOT[a-TO KPEIOCTh CTajla OGHOIJIaBOM, 8 MECTO MOTYLIECTBEHHOTO JIOpHAa
3aHSJI €r0 OOHUILABLUINI ITOTOMOK.

3mech, B OMHOM M3 IIPOCTOPHBIX U MPaYHBIX KOMHAT 3aMKa, 5, AHTyaH, TIOCJIETHUMN 13
obpeueHHOr0 rpadckoro poga C., BIlepBble YBUIEI CBET JEBSIHOCTO JIET Ha3ajl. OTH CTEHH],
KaK U CKJIOHBI I'Opbl, MEUEHHBIE TEMHBIMU MPAYHBIMHU YalllaMH, JIOUIUHAMHU U I'POTaMH,
OBLIM CBUIETEJISIMU IIEPBBIX JIET MOeH 6e3paZloCTHOM JXU3HU. S He 3HaJI CBOUX POTUTENIEH.
Mo oTel Ioru6 B BO3pacTe TPUALATH ABYX JIET. ITO CIYYMIIOCH 332 MECAL] AO MOEro
POXXAEHUS; ero yOuJI KaMeHb, COPBaBIIMICS C MOJIypa3pyLIeHHOro Iaparera. Mosi MaTh
yMepyia B pomax, U s OKa3aJICd Ha IIOII€YEeHUHU CIIYT'H, YeJIOBeKa B BBICIIEM CTeIleHU
OOCTOMHOIO U HaEeJIEHHOTO K TOMY JXKeé HEeIIOKUHHBIM yMoM. Eciu MHe He U3MEHSET
IaMsTh, ero 3Baysu IIeep. I GBI €MUHCTBEHHBIM pebeHKOM. OOUHOYECTBO, IIPUHSBIIEE
MEeHS Cpa3y IIoC/ie POXKAEHUS, TOJBKO YKpPeIUIsJIOCh 6arofaps CTapaHUSIM MOETro
BOCITUTATEJISI, KOTOPBIN BCSYECKU ITPEIISITCTBOBAJI KAKOMY OBI TO HU OBIIO OBIIEHUIO C
KPECTbSTHCKUMHU [ETbMH, YbM CEMbU OOOCHOBAJIMCH ITOBCIOLY Ha PaCKUHYBIIEHCS ¥
TIOLHOXXUS TOpbl paBHUHE. B Te BpeMeHa [Ibep 00BSICHSI CBOM 3aIIPET TEM, UTO OTIIPBICKY
671aropoIHOTO Pofia HEroXXe BOZUTH APYIKOY c miebesmu. Temepp S 3HAIO, YTO UCTUHHASA
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IIpUYMHA MPATAJIacCh B APYIOM: OH XOTel ybepeub MOM VIIM OT POCCKa3sHEM O POKe,
KOTOPBIM U3 IIOKOJIEHUWS B IIOKOJIEHHE IIpeciaefoBajl MOM pon. DTH HCTOPHUH, LIEIPO
paciiBedyeHHbIe, 3aII0JTHSIN OOCYT apeHIATOPOB, COGMPABLINXCS 10 BeYepaM Iepef, 3KapKo
PaCTOIUIEHHBIM OYaroM.

OOUHOKMM, IpefoCTaBIeHHbIN caMoMy cebe, ST TPOBOLUII I'OABI CBOET'O IEeTCTBA, Yac 3a
yacoM, H3ydas CTapuHHble (OIMAHTHl, KOMMU H300uUIO0Bajsia cyMpauyHas 6u6IHOTeKa
3aMKa, 6ecCLieJIbHO CJIOHSACh WM OHEpPXXUMO BCIIyTMBas BEKOBYIO IIBUIB B
$aHTaCTUYECKOM JieCy, IPUKPHIBAIOIIUM HAroTy Tropsl y IIOOHOXUS. BeposSTHO, 3TO
BpeMSAINPEIIPOBOXKAEHNEe U CTaJIO IIPUYMHON TOTO, YTO TeHb MeJIaHXOJINHU JOBOJIBHO pPaHO
OCeHWJIa MOM YM. 3aHATHSA U HCCIefoBaHHSA, HaBeBaBIlMie BOCIIOMHHAHHUS O MpPayHOM
TaWHCTBE JIUKOM IIPUPOLbI, BCETTIa UMENHU IJI1 MEHS 0COOYI0 IPUTATATEIBHOCTb.

VueHOCTb He ObIIa MOeM cTe3ell: Ja)ke Te KPYIIHIIBI 3HAHUSA, KOTOpble MHe yaBaJoCh
BBUIOBUTD, yApydanu MeHs. OdeBHUAHAS HEOXOTAa MOEro IIpecTapesioro BOCIIMTATess
YyITIy6IATBCSI B HCTOPUIO MOUWX IIPEIKOB IIO OTLIOBCKOM JIMHUU OOOCTpsiIa TOT YIKac,
KOTOPBIM IIPOHM3BIBAJI KaXkKJoe YIIOMHHaHME O JIOMe U HeBOJIBHO Ilepefajsicsi MHe. Ha
H3JIeTe JeTCTBA S CyMeJl CJIEIIUTh BOeIUHO 6eCCBSA3HbIE OOPBIBKY PAa3TOBOPOB, CI€TaBLILNE
C HEeIIOCJIYIIHOTO fA3bIKA 3ar0BapUBAIOLIEroCsA CTapyvKa U MMeBIINe OTHOLIeHNe K HeKUM
0b6CTOSITENIBCTBAM, C TOJAMMU IIPEBPATHUBLINMCS [OJII MEHS U3 CTPAaHHBIX B MYTOPHO
My4YUTeIbHbIe. PAHO IIPOCHYBLINECS BO MHe OYypHBIE IPeIUyBCTBUS OBLIU ITPOOYIKIEHbI
06CTOSITENIBCTBAMY, KOTOphIE COIYTCTBOBAIN CMEPTU MOHUX IIPEHOKOB - rpadoB u3 poza C.
CHayaJsa s 06BACHSII UX 6€e3BPEMEHHYI0 KOHYNHY €CTECTBEHHBIMU ITPUYNHAMH, IT0JIarasd,
YTO IIPOUMCXOXKY U3 CeMbH, B KOTOPOM MY)XYUHBI IOJITO He JXUBYT, OOHAKO C BO3PACTOM
CTasl 3a4yMBIBAThCSI O 6GECCBSA3HBIX CTAapYECKUX pedax, B KOTOPBIX peyb YacTo ILIja O
IIPOKJIITUYM, U3 BeKa B BEK OTMepSBIIEM HOCHUTENISM IpadCKOro THUTYIa CPOK JXU3HU
IOJIMHOIO JIUIIb B TPHUALIATE IBa rofa. Korma MHe MUHYJ OBaf1laTh OGUH I'ofi, IIpeCTapesbli
ITsep Bpy4YMJI MHEe PYKOIIUCHYIO KHUTY, IIePeXOIMBIIYIO, II0 €ro CJIOBaM, Ha IIPOTSKeHUH
MHOT'MX ITOKOJIEHUH OT OTLIa K CBIHY C Te€M, YTOOBI KaKIbI¥ HOBBIM BJIaeJIel] PO OJIKIII
JIETOIIMCh pogja. KHura cogmepykasa IOpasuTelbHBIe 3allCH, M WX BHHMAaTeJIbHOE
H3y4yeHHe HUYYTh He paccesio MOU MpadHble IIPequyBCTBHS. B TO BpeMs Bepa BO Bce
MHCTHYECKOe ITyCTUIA [VTyOOKHMEe KOPHU B MOEH Zylile, U s He OBIJI B COCTOSHUY U3THATH €€
M OTHECTHCH K HEBEPOATHOMY IIOBECTBOBAHMIO, KOTOPOe S BIIMTHIBAJI CTPOKA 3a CTPOKOH,
KaK K IIpe3peHHOM BhILYMKe.

Pyxkomnuch IepeHecna MeHS B IIpOLIOe, B TPUHAALIATBIN BeK, KOrga 3aMOK, IAe
POIUJICS M BBIPOC, OBUI I'PO3HOM U HENPHUCTYIIHOM KpenocThio. IMeHHO B Te BpeMeHa
IIOSIBUJICA B HAIIMX BJafleHUSX HEKUU YeJl0OBeK - BeChbMa IIpUMedaTelbHbIH, XOTS U
HU3KOIrO ITOJIOXKE€HUs, B KOTOPOM €My YCTyIaJaHu JIHIIb KpecTbAHe. Ero 3sajmu Mulilens,
BIIpOYeM, OH ObLI 60jiee M3BeCTEH Kak MoBe - YTO 3HAYUT 3JI0M, ITOCKOJIBKY O HEM IIjIa
cTpaulHas cnaBa. OH U3HypsAN cebs B IOMCKax ¢UIOCOPCKOTO KaMHS U IIIMKCHUPA
MOJIOOOCTH U CJIBUI aIlIOCTOJIOM YEepHOM Maruu U anxuMuu. Y Muiiens 3710ro OBIJI CBIH 1O
“MeHH Kapi, 10HOIIIa, CTOJIb JKe CBeOYILIMHM B OKKYJIBTHBIX HayKaX, CKOJIb U OTell, KOTOpOro
Bce 3Basu Jle Cop-che, unu KonzyH. YeCTHBIe JIIOOY CTOPOHUIJIUCH 3TOM Iaphl, IIOA03peBasd,
YTO OTEL] U CBIH COBEpLIAIOT HeYeCTUBBIe 06psAmsl. [OBOPUIH, YTO MUIIENTh 3a’KUBO CIKET
CBOIO JKeHy, IIpUHeCcAd ee B JKepTBY ObABOJIYy, YTO MMEHHO OH M €ero ChlH BMHOBHBI B
Y4YaCTHUBIIUXCA HCYE3HOBEHHUAX KPEeCThAHCKUX AeTel. TbMy, KOTOpas OKyThIBaja 3THUX
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JIIOfeN, IIpope3asl JIUIIb OFNUH MCKYIIUTEJIBHBIM JIyY: YKACHBIM CTapUK MCCTYIUIEHHO
JIIOOMJI CBOEro OTIIPBICKA, M TOT OTBeYaJl €My YYBCTBOM, HAMHOI'O ITPEBOCXOLUBIIUM
0OBIYHYI0 CBIHOBHIOIO ITPEaHHOCTb.

B Ty HOYP B 3aMKe Ha rope Liapuna TpeBora. Vcues 1oHbIM T'opdpeli, cbiH I'eHpuxa,
rpada C. HeCKOIBKO YeJIOBEK BO IVIaBe C 00€3yMEBIINM OTL[OM, ITPOYECHIBASI MECTHOCTbD B
IIOMCKaXx I0HOTO rpada, BOPBAJIIKCH B XMIKUHY, THe JKUIU KOJIAYHBI, U 3aCTali TaM CTaporo
Muirensa 3J10ro, XJIOIIOTABIIEro BOKPYT 'MIaHTCKOI'O YaHa, B KOTOPOM KMIIEJIO KaKoe-TO
BapeBo. He Biamess coboil oT bOelreHCTBA U OTYasIHUA, rpad Opocusica Ha cTapuka, U
HeCcYaCTHas JXepTBa UCITYCTUIA OyX B €r0 CMEPTOHOCHBIX 00BATHAX. TEM BpeMEHEM CIIYTU
obHapyxunu Monogoro l'ogdpes B HalbHUX ITIYCTOBABLIMX ITOKOSX 3aMKa, HO PaJlOCTHAsA
BECTh IIPULLIA CIIMLIKOM I03L4HO, YTO6BI OCTAaHOBUTH DecCMBICIIEHHYI0 pacrpaBy. Korza
rpa¢ co CBOMMM JIIOOBPMU IIOKMHYJI CKPOMHOE JXUIMILE aJXMMHUKa U [OBUHYJICA B
Oob6paTHBIN ITyTh, 32 OEePeBbIMU Masyus cuinysT Kapna KompyHa. TOMOH BO36YKEEHHBIX
CJIyT JOHEC 0 Hero BeCTh O CIIYYMBIIEMCS, U Ha IIepBbIH B3IJIAL MOIJIO II0Ka3aThCs, YTO OH
beccTpacTHO OTHeccs K cynbbe, ITOCTUTIIEN ero OoTiLa. MenjmeHHO HaJBUTrasCh Ha rpada,
Kaps MOHOTOHHBIM U OTTOT'O OCODEHHO YI)KaCHBIM I'OJIOCOM IIPOU3HEC IIPOKJISATUE, C TOTO
MOMEHTAa HeOTCTYITHO ClIefloBaBIllee I10 IIATaM 3a IIpeZiCTaBUTeNsIMU popa rpada C.

[la He MOCTUTHET HYU OOUH OTIIPHICK POna YOUMIIBI
BospacTa, mpeBOCXOL111ero TBOH, -

IIPOTOBOPUJI OH M, OTIIPBITHYB B CTOPOHY TEMHOIO Jieca, OBICTPBIM IBUKEHHEM
BBIXBATWJI U3 CKJIAZIOK CBOETO IUIAThSI CKIIAHKY C O€CLIBETHOM JXUIOKOCTHIO. IIJTIECHYB 3TOM
JKMIKOCTBIO B JIML[O YOuMIILIeI, Kapa CKpBUICA 32 YEPHWIBHBIMHU KyJHCaMU HOYU. I'pad
CKOHYAJICSI Ha MeCTe U OBUI IIOXOPOHEH Ha CIeAmyMoIIui meHb. C TOTO HOHS, KOrfa OH
TIOSIBUJICS Ha CBET, U JI0 €ro CMEpPTU IPOIUI0O HEMHOTHUM 60JIBIlIe TPUALIATH OBYX JIET.
TIIEeTHO KpeCcThsIHEe, Pa30MBILINCH Ha TPYIIITEI, ITPOYECHIBAIIU JIEC H 3€MJIH, IIPUJIETAIOLIHE K
rope: KOJILOyH, yMepPTBUBLINM rpada, ucuyes becciemHo.

BpeMs u Taby, HaJIOXKeHHOe Ha YIIOMUHAHYe O CTPALIHOM HOYH, CTEPJIU IIPOKIISITUE U3
nmaMATyu ceMbu rpada. Korma Tomdpeli, HEBOJBHBIM BUHOBHUK Tpareguu M HaCIeSHUK
rpadCKOro TUTYJIA, ITaJI OT CTPEJIbI BO BPEMS OXOTHI B BO3pacTe TPUALIATH OBYX JIET, HUKTO
He CBS3aJI ero r'ubesib C POKOM, IEPELIeUINM K HEMY OT OT1a. Ho KOrza MHOTO JIeT CITyCTS
PobepT, MoJiozo rpad, 06afaBLUINii 3aBUAHBIM 300POBEEM, OB HalleH 6e3bIXaHHBIM
B OKPECTHOCTSIX 3aMKa, KpeCTbsIHE CTaJIk IIOTUXOHbKY IIOrOBapHUBaTh, YTO CMEPTh HalIIa
VX TOCIIOLMHA BCKOpe ITOCJIe TOrO, KaK OH BCTPETHJI CBOIO TPUALATh BTOPYIO BECHY.
JlromoBUK, CBIH PobepTa, HOCTHUTHYB POKOBOTO BO3pAacTa, YTOHYJI B KPEIIOCTHOM PBY;
CKOpOHBIN CITMCOK IIOIOJIHAJICA IIOKOJIEHHe 3a IIOKOoJIeHHeM - [eHpuxu, PobepTsl,
AHTyaHbBI, ApMaHBI, JXU3HEpafOCTHble, HU pa3y He COrpeLIMBIINE, PacCTaBaJINCh C
JKU3HBIO, eBa UM UCIIOJIHSJIOCH CTOJIBKO JIET, CKOJIBKO 6BIIO UX JAJIEKOMY IIpenKy, KOTha
OH COBepILIUJ YOUICTBO.

OKOHYUB YTE€HUE, S TIOHSI, YTO JKIOET MEHS B He CTOJIb OTHaJIeHHOM OyZOyIleM - caMoe
boplilee yepe3 OGUHHAALIATE JIET, & MOJKET OBITh, U paHblle. XXU3Hb, He UMEBIIAS ITPEKIe
B MOMX I7Ia3ax OOJIBILION LIEHHOCTH, C Ka)KObIM IHEM CTaHOBWIACh MHe BCe MMIIeH, U
3arafiloyHbIi MUpP YEepHOM Maruu Bce INIyOKe U IIyOKe 3aTSAruBajl MeHA. S KUl
OTLIEJIPHUKOM U He MCITBITHIBAJI BIEYEHUS K HayKe KaK TaKOBOM; OTPUHYB COBPEMEHHOCTD
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pagu CpemHHX BEKOB, 5, IOJOOHO cTaply Mulesnio U 1oHolle Kapiy, TpyAHICs, CTapasich
OBJIa€Th TAUHCTBAMHU JEMOHOJIOTUU U aIXMMUU. MOSI UCKYLIEHHOCTh BO3pacTajia, HO A
BCe JKe OBLII JlaJIeK OT TOTO, YTOOBI ITOCTUYD CTPAHHOE ITPOKJISATHE, OOPYILIUBIIEECS Ha MOM
pox. ITopoi s1 yTpauuBasl CBOM MHCTHUIM3M H, OpocasiCh B APYIyIO0 KPaWHOCTD, ITBITAJICS
OOBSCHUTP CMEPTh MOUX IIPEIKOB 0ojiee IMPHU3eMJIEHHOM IIPUYMHON - 6GaHaJIbHOM
pacIripaBoi, HauaToi Kapinom KolIgyHOM U IIPOLOJIKEHHOM ero IIOTOMKaMH. YOeTUBIIHCh
II0CJIe JIOJITUX Pa3sbICKaHUM, UTO PO, aJIXMMUKA He HMMeJI IIPOJOJIKEHHUS, S BEPHYJICI K
CBOMM IUTYOHUSM, CTPEMSCH HAMTH 3aKJIIMHAHUE, KOTOPOE CII0COOHO 65110 651 0CBOOOIUTD
MOIO CEMBIO OT HEIIOCUJIBHOTO OpeMeHU IIpOKJISTHA. B OZHOM pelleHUU S OBLI
HEIIOKOJIE6HM: OCTAThCA XOJIOCTHIM. §I Ioyiarajy, 4To C MOeH CMepThIO ITOApPYy6IeHHOoe
POIOBOE IPEBO ITOrpebeT 1oz cob0¥ IMIPOKIATHE.

SI TOTOBUJICSI BCTPETUTD CBOE TPUAILIATUIIETHE, KOTZIa HebeCHBIH Iy1ac mpu3Bai IIsepa K
cebe. B IOJITHOM OMHOYECTBE S IIOXOPOHUJI CTAPOTrO CIYTy BO BHYTPEHHEM IBOPUKE, I'Ie
OH JIIOOMJI IIPOTYIUBATHCA. B KOHIIE KOHI[OB MBIC/IB O TOM, YTO 5 - €GUHCTBEHHOE JXUBOE
CYLLEeCTBO, OOUTAIOIIEE B KPEIIOCTH, ITIepecTajia 3aHUMAaTh MeHsI, U060 S CIKUJICSA C YYBCTBOM
IIOKMHYTOCTH, KOTOpPO€ IIPUTYIIWIO TILIETHBIM OYHT IIPOTUB HAJBUTAIOLIETOCS POKA, U
TIOYTH CMHUPUJICS C TEM, UTO HOJI’KEH Pa3fesIuTh CyIb0y MoUX ITPeIKoB. I IPOBOJMII BpeMs,
HCCIlefysl pa3opeHHBble 3a/Ibl U GalllHW CTAapOro 3aMKa, KyAa paHblle He IIYCKaJl MeHsS
IOHOIIECKWI CTpaxX; IIPOHUKAaJI B 3aKOYJIKM, KOTOpHIe, II0 CIOBaM cTraporo Ileepa, He
CJIBIIIQJIN YEJIOBEYECKUX IIATOB yiKe Oojiee 4eThIPEXCOT JieT. II0OBCIOMY S HAThIKAJICA Ha
CTpaHHBIe, BHYIIAIOUINE TPEIeT IIpeqMeTHl. I paccMaTpUBayI Mebesib, IIOKPBITYIO ITBUIBIO
BEKOB, OCHIMTAOLIYIOCS TPYXOH Iof, 3y6aMu CBIPOCTH, BABHO BOLIADHUBLIEHMCS B KOMHATaX.
HebbIBasiad [YBHAs MayTHHA OIYThIBajla BCe IIpEeIMETHI; TUTAHTCKHUE JIETyYHe MBIIIU
XJIOTIAJIU JKYTKUMHU UCCOXIITMMHU KPBUIBSIMU B 6€3TPaHUYHOM MpaKe.

HacTran MOMEHT, Korfa s II0BeJI CaMbIl TUIATEIPHBIN yUeT KaKIOMY HCTeKUIeMy AHIO
U KaXKIOOMY MCTeKUIeMy dYacy. S ObII IIpUTOBOPEH, U CPOK HCIIOJIHEHUSI IIPUTOBOpA
MIPUOIYIKAJICA C KaXXKOBIM JBIDKEHHEM MasATHUKA 4YacoB, YKpallaBIIUX OUOIHOTEKY.
MOMEHT, IIPX MBICIIH O KOTOPOM £ Ha IIPOTSKEHUU CTOJIBKUX JIET 3aMHUPaJ OT TOCKH, OBII
HeOoTBpaTUM. [IpOKJIATHE BBIPBIBAJIO MOUX IIPENKOB U3 JXU3HU HE3aJl0JIr0 [0 TOr0, KaK OHU
OOCTUTAJIM BO3PAcCTa, B KOTOpPOM Itorub rpad I'eHpHUX, U S €KECEKYHIHO JKOAJl IIPpUXOna
CTpaLIHOM I'OCTBU - CMEPTH. 5 He 3HAJI, B KAKOM OOJIUYMI OHA IIpPefCTaHeT Iepefo MHOH,
HO pelIWJ, YTO €l He BCTPETHUTh B MOEM JIHIle MaJIOAYIIHOM IpoyKalleil >XepTBHL. C
BO3POCILINM PBEHUEM I IIPOZIOJIKAJI O6IIIapUBATh 3aMOK.

CobbITHe, OIIpenenuBllIee MO0 HAJIBHEMIIYIO JXU3Hb, CIYYMUIIOCh BO BpeMS OOHOM U3
BBUIA30K B IIOJypa3pylLIeHHOe KpBUIO 3aMKa, KOTJa MHE O0CTaBajioch, II0 MOUMMU
IIpeUyBCTBUSM, MeHee HeLeJIU O POKOBOTO Yaca, KOTOPHIM AOJIKEH OBLI CTEPETHh JayKe
TeHb HAJIeXXABl Ha IIPOJOJIKEHHE MOEro 3eMHOI'0 OBITHSA U IPeBpPaTHUTh MEHS B HUYTO.
J06pyIo YacTh yTpa S MOCBATUII ITOJIypa3pylLIeHHOM JIeCTHHIIE B OLHOM U3 CaMBbIX APEBHUX
Y TIOTPeIlaHHbIX BpeMeHeM balleH 3aMKa. JleHb 3aCTajl MeHS 3a [IOMCKAMU MeCTa, OTKyAa
CIIyCK BeJl B IIOMellleHue, CIIy>KUBlIee B CpegHYe BeKa, 10 BCe¥ BUAUMOCTH, TIOPbMOH, a
3aTeM HCIIONIb30BaBllIeecs IJISI XpaHeHUs ropoxa. IIo Mepe TOro Kak s MPOABUTAJICS IIO
IIPOITMTAaHHOMY CEeJIUTPOM IIPOXOAy, HauyMHaBLIEMYCS y IIOCIeOHeM CTyIeHH, HaCTUI
CTAHOBUWJICSI BCe MeHee YIIPYTUM, U BCKOpe MepLIAIIIUN CBET MOEro CBEeTWIBHUKA yIIall
Ha TOJIyl0, COYUBIIYIOCA BOAOM CTeHy. JIMIIEHHBIN BO3MOXXHOCTU ABUTATHCS OAJIblIe, S
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XOTeJl OBUIO y’Ke IOBEPHYTHh Ha3aZ, KaK MOM B3IVISL yIal Ha IIPOLEeNIaHHYI0 B IIONY
HEIIPYMETHYIO KPBILUIKY JII0Ka C KOJBLOM. MHe MpPHUIIOCH ITOBO3UTHECH, IIPEXKIE YeM 5
CyMeJl ee NIPUIIOAHSTH. M3 YepHOro IIpoBajia MOTHUMAJICS €OKUM ObIM, OT KOTOPOTO
IUIaMs CBETWIBPHMKA 3aMETaJIOCh C LIWIIEHWEM, II03BOJIUB MHE, OJHAKO, PacCMOTpDETh
TTafaI0IIYI0 CKOJIB3KYIO U IIaZIKYI0 [IyOUMHY KaMEeHHBIX CTyIIEHEH.

ONyCTHUB CBETHJIBHUK B CMEpZHSLIyI0 0e3mHy, s IIOOXKHAJ, IIOKA OTrOHb Habeper
IIPUBBIYHYIO CHJIY, IIOCJIe Yero HauaJjl CIIycK. OmojsieB HeMaJio CTYIIeHeMH, s OKas3ajcCs B
Y3KOM KaMEeHHOM ITpOXOZe, IIPOJIOKEHHOM, HACKOJIBKO S TIOHUMaAJI, TJTYOOKO TIOJ 3eMJIEH,
U JOJITO LIeJI II0 HEMY, IIpeXXAe YeM OKa3aJICs Ilepef NCTOYEHHOM CHIPOCThI0 MaCCUBHOM
oybOBOM OBEPHIO, KOTOpAs OKa3ajia OTYASTHHOE COITPOTHUBJIEHHE MOUM IIOIIBITKAM OTKPHITH
ee. BRIOUBLIMCH U3 CUJI, 1 IBUHYJICA Ha3af, K JIECTHHUIIE, HO, HE YCIIEB CHIEIaTh HECKOIBKUX
IIIarOB, UCITBITAJI ITOTPSCEHUE, TI0 CBOEH IIIyOHHe U 60JIe3HEHHOCTH HE CPaBHUMOE HH C
ONHUM IIepeKUBaHUEM, OYOb OHO IUIOAOM SMOLIMM WJIM yMa. B MOTMJIBHOM THUILIWHE S
BAPYT YCJIBIIIAJ, KaK CKPUIISIT p)KaBble IIETIU OTBOPSIOLIENCS 332 MOEM CITMHOM TSKeJoHn
oBepu. MHe TPYAHO OIIMCATh CBOU YYBCTBA B TOT MOMEHT. { 1ojaraj, 4To CTaphl¥ 3aMOK
IaBHO OITyCTeJI, U O4eBHUAHOE IIPUCYTCTBUE YeJIOBEKA UJIU AyXa CIOBHO HOXKOM ITOJIOCHYJIO
MeHA 10 cepnuy. [loMenius, 1 06epHYJICA Ha 3BYK U, He Beps cebe, MPUHUK B3IVIALOM K
IIpeZCTaBLIEMY ITepel0 MHOM BUIEHUIO.

B mpoeMe CTapMHHOM TOTHYECKOH OBEPU CTOSUI YEJIOBEK B MJIMHHOM YEpHOM
CpPeIHEBEKOBOM IUIaTheé U CTAPUHHOM TOJIOBHOM y6ope. Ero pOCKOIIHBIE BOJIOCHI U
opeMydass 60pofa OTJIMBaJIM YEpHOTOH. SI HUKOrZa He BCTpedyasl YeJIoBeKa CO CTONb
BBICOKHM JIOGOM, CTOJIb Y3JIOBATHIMH, IIOXOKMMH Ha KJIELIHH, MEPTBEHHO-6eIbIMU PyKaMU
¥ CTONb IVIy6OKO 3allaBIIMMH I[eKaMH, 00paMJIEHHBIMHM CYpOBBIMU MOpIIUHAMHU. Ero
KOCTJIIBO€, ACKETUYECKOE [0 HCTOILIEHUS TeJI0 CTPAHHO U YPOIIMBO KOHTPACTHPOBAJIO C
pOCKoILIbIO ofessHUS. Ho 60Jiee Bcero MeHs ITIOPa3yI ero I71a3a - ABe 6e300HHbIe YepPHOTHI,
coualryecss  6e3pacCygHOM  HeYeJIOBeYeCcKOM  37060#.  I[IpUCTAJNBHBIM  B3TJISL,
HallpaBJIEHHBIM Ha MeHS, ObLI ITPEHCIIOIHEH TaKOM HEeHaBMCTH, YTO KPOBb 3aCThlIa B
MOUX JKUJIaX U S CJIOBHO IIPUPOC K TIOY.

HaxoHel ye0BeK 3arOBOPUJI, U ero pe3KUM r'osioc, B KOTOPOM 3By4ajia HeCKpblBaeMas
371064, TsKesas U IJIyxas, TOJIbKO yCyTyoui MoM yykac. HesHakoMel] 0b6jieKas CMBIC/IBI B
OZlesTHHsI, CKpOEHHBIe II0 JIATMHCKMM o6pasiaM, HO S3BIK, KOTOPHIM IIOJIb30BaJIMCh
TIPOCBEleHHbIe JIIogU B CpeqHUe BeKa, ObIJI MHE He COBCEM UYIKUM, TaK KaK s OCBOUII €ro
baromapsi yCepAHOMY M3YYEHUIO TPYHOB aJIXUMHKOB. OH IIOBEJI pedYb O POJLOBOM
IIPOKJIATUH, O TOM, UYTO MHE HEJOJITO OCTaJIOCh JKUTh; BO BCEX IMOAPOOGHOCTSIX OITHCAN
IIpecTyIJIeHHe, COBEpIIeHHOe MOMM IIPEAKOM, U, He CKphbIBas 3JI0pajfiCTBa, Iepellen K
Mectu Kapna KonpyHa. {1 y3Has, 4To B HOYb yb6uiicTBa Kapiy ymanoch cbexaTs, HO yepe3
MHOTI'0 JIeT, OOXAABIINCh, KOTa HACIeOHUKY rpada HCIIOIHUTCA CTOJBKO IIOJHEBIX JIET,
CKOJIBKO OBLJIO €ro OTIly B POKOBYIO HOYUb, OH BEPHYJICH, YTOOBI BBIITYCTUTH CTPENIY B €T0
ceppue. TalikoM Ipob6paBLIKCH B 3aMOK, Kapyi CKphIBajICS B TOM CaMOM 3a0pOIIeHHOM
Iof3eMeJibe, V BXOZla B KOTOpPOE M CTOSIJI 3JIOBELIWM pacCKasyuk. PobepTy MUHYIIO
TPHUALATH IBa rofa, u Torga Kapi ropcreper ero HeIrogaaeky oT 3aMKa M, CUJION 3aCTaBUB
IIPpOIJTIOTUTH AL, YMEPTBUJI €ro B pacliBeTe CHJI; TaK IIPONOJDKUIIOCH MILEHUe,
TIpefCKa3aHHOE B MPOKIATHH. [IpefiocTaBUB MHE ITOH00paTh KITI0Y K BeJIMYaHIIe 3aragxe,
COCTOAIIIEeN B TOM, ITI0YeMy IIPOKJIATUE He yMepso BMecTe ¢ Kapnom KongyHoM, KOTOPHIN
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PaHO HWJIU ITIO3OHO OOJI>KEH OBIT HAMTH YCIIOKO€HHE B 3€MIJIe, MOM CO6EC€ILHI/IK IIYyCTHUJICA B
IIPOCTPAaHHBIE PACCYXXIOEHHUA 06 aIXMMHH U 06 OIIbITaX, KOMM IIOCBAILAJIN BCE€ CBOE€ BpeMA
oTell U CbIH, HE YTaHWB U TOI'O, 4TO KapTI 6unca Hap ITIOJIy4€HHEM 3JIMKCHPA, JapPYIoLIero
TOMY, KTO €I'0 0TBeIaJI, BEHHYIO JXU3Hb U HEYBAOAEMYIO MOJIOOOCTb.

BoopyiieBieHre, OXBaTHBIIee HE3HAKOMIlA, Ka3ajioCh, BBIMBIIO W3 €ro B3IIAAA
JKTydee 3JI0PafiCTBO, TaK OLIEJIOMUBIIEE MEHSI ITOHayajlly, HO BHE3AaITHO [AbSIBOJIBCKUM
6J1eCK CHOBA BCITBIXHYJI B €0 IVIa3aX, U U3 TOpJia BEIPBAJIOCh CTPAHHOE 3MEUHOE IIUTIEHHE,
IIOCJIE YEero OH BBICOKO ITOLHSIJI CKJISHKY C OUEBUAHBIM HaMEpPEHUEM YMEPTBUTH MEHS TEM
JKe CcrocoboM, KOTOPBIM IIeCTh CTOJeTUM Haszanm BbiOpan Kapn KomngyH, 4YTOOBI
PacIIpaBUTBHCA C MOUM IIpegKOM. B MIrHOBeHUE OKa COPOCUB C cebsi OKOBBI OLIETIEHEHUS,
TIOACTErMBaeMbIMl MHCTUHKTOM CaMOCOXPaHEHHS, A 3aIlyCTHI B MOEro Iajiaya cjabo
MUTAIOLIMM CBETHJIBHUKOM. CKJISHKA yAapuiach O KaMeHb, U B 3TOT MOMEHT IUIaThe
HE3HAKOMIIA BCITBIXHYJIO, OKPAaCUB BO3yX MYTHBIM OTCBETOM IJIaMeHU. MoUu HepBHl, U 6e3
TOI'O PaCCTpPOE€HHBbIe, HE BBHIHECIM IIOJIHOTO yyKaca M 0ecCHUIBHOM 37106b1 BOILIS
HECOCTOSIBIIIETOCSA YOUMLIBI, U 1 PYXHYJI 6€3 CO3SHaHHUS Ha CKOJIb3KKE KaMHH.

Korpa, HaKOHel, s IIpUIlIes B cebs, BOKPYT CIyCTHUIACh ThMa. Pa3yM, paHeHHBIN BCeM
IIPOMCIIENIINM, OTKA3bIBAJICSS OCMBICIUTh HACTOAIIEE, HO JIIOOOIBITCTBO BCE-TaKU
ozmepykasio Bepx. "KTo 3To oTpombe 371a? - gyMan s. - Kak IPOHUK 3TOT YeJI0BEK B 3aMOK?
OTKyZa 3Ta OJep)XUMOCTh, C KOTOPOM OH JKa)KHaJI OTOMCTUTD 32 CMEPTh Muuiens 310ro?
Kak MOIJIO TIOJIYYUTHCS, YTO IIPOKJISATHE U3 BEKA B BEK HEYMOJIMMO HACTUTAJIO CBOIO
o4YepenHYyIO JKepTBy?" Sl 3HaJI, YTO OTHBIHE CBOOOMEH OT IyT MHOTOJIETHET'O CTpaxa: BeXb s
CpasujI TOTO, KTO OBLI IIPU3BaH CTaTh OPYOUEM IIPOKJIATHS; U TEeIepb MEHS OXBaTUIIO
JKTy4ee JKeJIaHHe OCMBICIIUTh HeCUaCTHbIE€ COOBITHS, OMPaYUBIINE HCTOPUIO MOEH CEMbU
YU IIpeBPaTUBLIME MOIO IOHOCTh B HEIIPEPBIBHBIM KOIIMAapHBIM COH. MCIIOJTHHUBLIUCH
PELINMOCTH pa30obpaThCA BO BCEM, S HAllapWJl B KApMaHe OTHHUBO U KPEMEHDb U 3aXKeT
CBETUJIbHUK.

[lepBOoe, YTO OpOCHMIOCH MHE B IVIa3a, OBUIO M3YyPOLOBAHHOE ITOYEPHEBLIEE TEeJIO
3arafIoyHOro0 He3HaKoMmua. Ero rimasa, elje HeJZABHO TropeBlIHe 3710001, 3aBOJIOKIIA
cMepTenbHas IeneHa. CONPOTHYBLIWCH OT OTBpallleHUsd, S IIpoulel B KOMHATY 3a
TOTUYECKOM [nBepbio. To, YTO OTKPBUJIOCE MOEMY B30py, Oojee Bcero HaIllOMHUHAJIO
7abopaToOpUI0 AJIXMMUKA. B yIily BBICHIACH I'PyZla CBEPKAIOIIEro JKEJITOr0 MeTajlyia, U3
KOTOPOM JIyY CBeTa BBICEK CHOIl MCKp. BEposSITHO, 3TO OBIJIO 30JI0TO, HO BCE IIEPEXUTOE
II0BEPIJIO MEHS B CTOJIb CTPAaHHOE COCTOSIHHE, YTO MHE He XOTeJIOCh TepSITh BpeMeHHU Ha
HU3ydyeHUe MeTasuia. [IpoeM B JajbHEM YIJIy KOMHATHI BeJ B CaMylo Yally AWKOTO jeca.
[Topa’keHHBIHN, S TOHSJI, KAKUM 00pa3oM He3HaKoMel] IIPOHUK B 3aMOK, U ITyCTWICSA B
ob6paTHBIH MyTs. S MOKISICA cebe, UTO He CTAaHYy CMOTPETh Ha OCTAaHKU MOEro Bpara, Ho,
KOorga NMpUGIH3UIICS K Tely, IO MeHs JIOHecCs efBa YJIOBUMBIN CTOH, CJIOBHO JXKU3HB elle
He IIOKVHYJa OpeHHY0 0007104Ky. LleleHes OT y’kaca, s CKIIOHUWJICSA Hal, pacIpoCTEPTHIM
Ha I10JTy OOYTJIEHHBIM U IIOKOPEIKEHHBIM TEJIOM.

BHe3aImHo mejeHa CIiaja C ero riaas, ¥ CKBO3b UX YEPHOTY, bojiee IIPOH3UTENIBHYIO, YeM
CIIEKLIMICS YTOJIb JIMLIA, IIPOCTYIIMJIO HEYTO, YTO S 6eCcCHUiIeH omucaTh. IIoTpeckaBlIMecs
ry6bl CHJIMJIMCh BBITOJIKHYTH KaKHe-TO CJIoBa. Sl CMOr pasjIuYuTh JUILb UMs Kapna
KonpmyHa, MHeE ITI0Ka3aJIoCh TaK)Ke, UTO C U3YPOAOBAHHBIX I'yO COPBAIUCh CII0BA "BEUHOCTH"
U "TpokisTHe". HampacHO A CHJIMJICS COOpaTh BOEOUHO JKAaJIKHMe OOpPBIBKM €ro peuu. B

lovecraft.arkham.town Ctpanuna 6|7


https://lovecraft.arkham.town/writings/the-alchemist

OTBET Ha MOIO PACTepPAHHOCTH CMOJISHBIE I71a3a HE3HAKOMIIA OKATUIM MeHs TaKoM 3710601,
YTO S 3a[IPO’KaJl, 326BIB 0 6ECCHITMU MOEro IMIPOTHBHUKA.

[logxBayeHHBIM TIIOCIefHEN BOJIHOM yTeKaWoleM CUJIbIl, HeCYaCTHBIM YyTh
IIPUTIOOHSJICA Ha CBHIPBIX CKIM3KUX KaMHSX. S ITOMHIO, KaK B IIPeICMEPTHOM TOCKe OH
BAPYT OOpesl rojioc, U OTJIeTAIOLlee NBIXaHHE BBIIJIECHYJIO CJI0OBA, KOTOpPHIE C TEX IIOP
IIpecienyIoT MeHsA JHeM U HOYbIO.

- I'nymnen! - BBIKPUKHYJI OH. - Hey>KeIu ThI TaK U He IIOHAJI, B YeM MoH cekpeT? XKankuu
YMUIIIKO, He CIIOCOOHBIM OrafiaThCs, II0 Ybel BOJI€ HAa ITPOTSKEHUU IIEeCTH BEKOB TBOM
POZ He MOT M36aBUTHCS OT CTPALIHOTO ITPOKJIATHsI! Pa3Be A He pacckasajl Tebe 0 YyIeCHOM
3JIUKCHUPE, HapYIOLIeM BeUHYIO JXU3Hb? Tebe /11 He 3HATh, UTO TalHa, HAJ KOTOPOM OUINCH
QIXYMUKHY, OTKphITa? Ciyumiau xe! 3to a! 5! 4! I mpo>kui 111eCThCOT JIeT, U BCe LIeCTbCOT
seT a1 Mctui! S MmcTu, 16o s - Kapn Kongys!

Ilepeeoo: Enusaeema Babaesa
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