['oBapa @uiuiic JlaBkpadt
AIXAMUK

(The Alchemist)

Ha BeplIMHe XO0JIMa, KPyThle CKJIOHBI KOTOPOI'O IIOPOCIM TPaBOM, a y IIOLHOMKbSA
CIUIeTaeT y3JI0BaThle BETBU II€pBO3aHHBIH JieC, CTOUMT APeBHUM 3aMOK MOHX IIpefKoB. U3
BeKa B BEK ero 3ybuaTsle CTeHBI M OALIHM CBBICOKA B3MPAIOT HAa OUKYI0O U CYPOBYIO
MEeCTHOCTB BOKPYT xojIMa. CTOJIETUSIMH 3aMOK CIIYXXKUJI IIPUCTaHUILIEM IJI FOPHeIUBOro
pona, IOPEeBHOCTBIO CBOEM IIPEBOCXOJAILEro [Ma’ke 3aMILIeNylo KIafiKky B OCHOBaHHUH
KPEITOCTHBIX CTeH. ITU CTeHbl U OalIHM, BBIIEP)KaBLINE HEMAaJio SPOCTHBIX LITYPMOB, a
Tellepp MefJjIeHHO paspylliapliyecs II0A4, HaTHCKOM HEeyMOJIMMOIO BpeMeHH, B
CTapofaBHIOI eofalbHYI0 3I0XYy CIaBWJIWCh KaK OJHAa M3 CaMbIX MOIIHBIX U
HEIIPUCTYITHBIX KPEIOCTe Bo Bcelt @paHIiuy. HeMaso BOMHCTBEHHBIX 6apOHOB, IpadoB U
oa)ke Koposed obioManu 3yObl 06 3Ty TBEpHBIHIO, MU HU pa3y ee IIPOCTOPHBIE 3ajIbl He
CIIBILLIAJIU TSYKKOM IIOCTYIIM TOP)KECTBYIOLIero 3aBoeBaTersl.

OIHAKO C TeX CJIaBHBIX IIOpP OYeHb MHOTOe U3MEHMUJIOCh. BeTHOCTh — YTOb6 He CKa3aTh
HUILETA — BKYIIE C TOPAOCTHIO, HE IT03BOJISIBIIEH IIOTOMKAM OPEBHETO POZia YHIIKATHCS IO
MEPKAHTWJIBHBIX paC4YeTOB, IIPUBEJIM K TOMY, YTO UX BJIafieHUs, B IIPOIIOM
BEJIMKOJIEITHbIE, IIOCTEIIEHHO IIpuobOpenu JKaJkui Bup. OCHINIAOUIUECS CTEHHI,
3aIlyIIeHHBIM IIapK, IpsA3Has siMa Ha MeCTe KpeIloCTHOrO pBa, Iuepbaras 6GpycuaTka
IOBOPUKOB U ITOKOCHUBIIMECS OAIIHU BKyIIE C IIPOCEBUIMMU I10JIaMH, UCTOYEHHON YEePBAMU
IIAHEJIPHOM OOLIMBKOM U IOOJeKUIMMHU robejleHaMH BO BHYTPEHHUX IIOMELIeHUSIX
CBUZETENIbCTBOBAIN O 6€3BO3BpaTHO yuledineM Benuuuu. C rogaMu ofHa 3a JIpPYroH
IIPUXONWIN B HErOGHOCTh MOIIHBIE YIJIOBBIe OallIHM, IIOKa B 6ojee- MEHee >XUJIOM
COCTOSTHUM He OCTajlach JIMLIb YEeTBEpTas U IIOCJIemHAS U3 HUX, IPUIOTUBLIASL
HEMHOTOYHCJIEHHBIX IIOTOMKOB HEKOTIa 60TaThIX U MOTYILIECTBEHHBIX BIIaCTHUTEIIEH.

B OIHOM M3 OTPOMHBIX M MPaYHBIX KOMHAT BHYTPH 3TOM OAIIHU IeBSIHOCTO JIET Ha3aJl
IIOSIBUJICA Ha CBeT A — AHTyaH, rpad ge C., IIOCIegHUM ITOTOMOK 3TOr'O 3JI0CYaCTHOTO U
IIPOKJIATOTO pofia. Cpegu 3THUX CTEH — a TaKXKe B OJIY)KIAHUSAX II0 OKPECTHHIM APEMYYUM
jlecaM, CBHIPBIM JIOIIMHAM M TEMHBIM I'POTaM — IIPOILIH IIEPBBIE OBl MOel 6e3paJoCTHOM
JKU3HU. PoguTesiell CBOMX s HUKOTIA He 3HaJI. Moi oTel] 1Torub B Bo3pacTe TPULLIATU IBYX
JIeT, 32 Mecsl] 0 MOero poXXIeHUs — eMy Ha rOJIOBY ymajl KaMeHb, OTBAaJIUBLINUNCS OT
BETXOTr0 IMaparieTa B TaBHO 3a0pOIIeHHOM YacTH 3aMKa. Most MaTh CKOHYAaJIaCh IIPU pomax,
TaK UTO S OCTaJICA Ha IIOIeYeHWH Halllero efUHCTBEHHOI'O0 CIYyI'd, BeChbMa IIOYTEHHOTO
CTapHKa, KOTOPOTO, CKOJIBKO ITOMHIO, 3Bajiu I[IbepoM. S 6bII eUHCTBEHHBIM pebeHKOM, U
3TO OJWHOYECTBO eIlle YCYIyOJIsloch CTapaHUSAMMU BOCIIUTATENS, KOTOPBINM BCSYECKU
IIPEISATCTBOBAJI MOEMY OOLIEHHI0O CO CBEPCTHHKAMHU — HETbMH KPECThbSH, YbU PepMbI
ObIM pa3sbpocaHbl 10 paBHHHE, OKpPY’KalolleM 3aMKOBBIM XO0iIM. B To Bpemsa IIbep
OOBSICHSJI CBOM 3aIIpeT TEM, YTO MHE, OTIIPBICKY 6JIarOpOLHOTO pona, HErOXXe BOGUTHCA C
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IIPOCTONIONUHAaMU. HO Terepp-TO S 3HAlO, UTO €ro HACTOSIIEHM LIeJbl0 OBIIO OrPafgUTh
MEeHS OT MECTHBIX IpellaHWW O IPOKIIATHH, JIeyKallleM Ha Hallle ceMbe, — IIpefaHUH,
IIpeyBeJIMYEeHHO 3JI0OBELIMM LIEIIOTOM IlepeCKa3blBaeMEIX II0 BedepaM Ilepef, oyaraMu B
KPEeCThSIHCKUX JOMHUIIKAX.

TakuM 00pa3oM, IIpefoCTaBJIE€HHBINM caMoMy cebe, s IIpOBeN TOOBI 33 UYTEHUEM
CTapUHHBIX (QOJIUAHTOB, KOMMHU H300MJIOBajia IIONIyTeMHas OuOIMOTEeKa 3aMKa, a B
IIepephIBax MEXIY YTeHHEeM 6ecClLieJIbHO OpOOUII TI0 CyMpayHOMY Jiecy. HeyoqUBUTENBHO,
YTO CIIE€ICTBUEM TAKOTO BPEMSAIIPEIIPOBOXKAEHUS CTajla MOSI HEHW3OBIBHAS MEJIaHXOJIUS.
Mot BBIOOP KHUT COOTBETCTBOBAJI MOEMY AYLIEBHOMY COCTOSIHUIO: IO OOJIbIIEN YacTH TO
OBLITU OKKYJIBTHBIE TPY bl HEMBICIMOM JaBHOCTH.

Kak HU CTpaHHO, B CeMeHHON OubIHOTEeKe s HalleJl OYeHb MaJI0 CBEeHeHUH,
KacalolIMXCs MOEro poda, 2 HEMHOTOYHC/IEHHBIE JOKYMEHTHI Ha CeM CYeT OBLIM IIOJIHEI
HEeOMOJIBOK Y TEMHBIX HaMeKOB. BEITh MOJKET, UMEHHO peLIUTEIPHOE HeXXeJlaHue MOero
IIPeCTapesIoro0 HaCTaBHUKA OOCY)XZATh CO MHOM CEMEHMHYI0 MCTOPHIO CTaJI0 IIPUYMHOM
CTpaxa, KOTOPBIM SI HUCIIBITBIBAJI ITepef, CBOMM OTPOMHBIM U IYCTHIHHBIM OOUTaIUIIEM.
[lo3mHee, y)Ke BBIMOA M3 OETCKOr'O0 BO3PAcCTa, s CyYMeJ CBECTH BOEIUHO OOGpBIBKU pas,
KOTOpbIe CPBIBAJIUCH C YCT K TOMY BpEMEHU COBCEM OADPSAXJIEBLIEr0 CTapuKa. B ToM umu
WHOM CTEINeHU OHU KaCaJIUCh OFHOTO OOCTOSITENIBCTBA: PAHHEIO BO3pPacTa, B KOTOPOM
YXOIWIIY W3 JXU3HU BCe HOCUTeNU TUTYyNa rpadoB C. [fIoHayany g IIPOCTO PELIMJI, YTO Halll
pon, YBBI, II0 KaKUM-TO HACJIEACTBEHHBIM IIpUYMHAM He OTHOCUTCA K YUCIY
IOOJITOXKUTEJIEH, HO, IIPUCIIYLUINBASACh K 6€CCBA3HBIM pedyaM CTapHKa, 06paTUiI BHUMaHUeE
Ha YaCTO YIOMMHABIIEeCS B HHUX CTapoe IIPOKJISTHE, SKOOBI M3-3a KOTOpPOTO Ha
IIPOTSIKEHUU CTOJIETHUM HU ofuH rpad C. He Iposkui bojiee TpUALATU ABYX JIeT. B Mok
OBafLIATh IIEPBBIM OeHb POXKIEHUS CTaphIi [Ibep BPyYHII MHE JOKYMEHT, KOTOPBIH, 110 ero
ClI0BaM, U3 IIOKOJIEHHS B IIOKOJIEHUWE IlepeflaBaJiCsi B Halllell CceMbe OT OTLiA K ChIHY.
CTpaHHBIM OBLIIIO COTEPIKAHUE 3TOTO SOKYMEHTA, M OHO IOATBEPAUIIO CAMbIe MpayHbIe U3
Moux omaceHuWi. K ToMy BpeMeHU MOS Bepa B CBEpPXBECTECTBEHHOE YXKe IIyCTUIIa
OOCTATOYHO IMTyOOKMEe KOPHU, HHAue s ObI C IIpeHebperkeHHEeM OTBEPT 3TY ITHMCAHUHY KaK
HEBEPOSTHBIN BBIMBICE]I.

B pyxromucu uiya pedb 0 COOBITUAX TPHUHAILATOTO BEKa, KOIAA 3aMOK, B KOTOPOM 5
POIMJICS U BBIPOC, OBLII €Ille KPeIloK, TPO3eH M HENPHUCTYIIEH. B Ty IOpPYy BO BIAlEeHUAX
rpada C. KWJI OFUH YeJIOBEK HU3KOI'O ITPOMCXOXKIEHUSA, HO BBICOKUX aMOUIIUM, IaJIeKo
IIPeBOCXOAUBLIUM B 3TOM IIJIaHE BCEX IIPOYUX ITPOCTONIOHUHOB. Ero uMs 6110 Muiens,
HO MeCTHble yallle Ha3blBalU ero Mauvais, To ecTp [ypHoi, ubo OH MMeNl BechMa
3J7I0BELIyI0 peNnyTalyilo. 3aHUMaJICd OH BellaMH, [aJeKo He IIPpUINYeCTBYIOLIVMMU
IIPOCTBIM 3eMJIeNallllaM: Y4epHOH Maruveu, aixuMueH, IouckaMu ¢UI0copCKoro KaMHA U
anukcupa beccMmepTus. V Muillenst UMeJICS ChIH 10 MMeHHU Illaps, Takke IpeyCleBIINHI
II0 YaCTH 3alIpeTHBIX 3HAaHWW M M3-3a ITOrO IIOJIYYMBIIMM Ipo3BHUlle Illapib- KOIAYH.
3TOM MapoYKM CTOPOHUIIMCH BCE YECTHBIE JIIOOU, He 6e3 OCHOBaHUS IIOZO3peBas UX B
Ienax cCaMoro TEMHOI'0 CBOMCTBA. XOOWIIH CIIYXH, YTO CTapblii MHUIlIeNb 3a)KUBO C)KeT CBOIO
JKeHy B KadeCcTBe JXepTBOIIpHHoOIIeHUs CaTaHe. OTLy U CBIHY TakKXe IIPUIUCBIBAINA
beccremHOoe MCYE3HOBEHHE MHOTHUX KPECTBhSHCKUX [HeTell B OKpyre. EIUHCTBEHHBIM
OTHOCHUTEJIBHO CBETJIBIM JIy4OM Ha GOHe MpaKa, OKyThIBaBLIErO ITUX OBOUX, SIBISIIACH
HCCTYIUIEHHAS J1I0060Bb, KOTOPYIO CTAPHUK ITUTAJI K CBOEMY OTIIPBICKY, U HE ME€HEee CUJIIBHOE
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OTBETHOE YYBCTBO IIOCIENHEro, NajeKO BBIXOAUBIIEE 33 PaMKU OOBIYHON CBIHOBHEM
TIPUBSI3aHHOCTH.

W BOT OpjHaKABl IMO3THMM BedyepoM B 3aMKe Ha XOJIMe IIOOHAJICS CTpallHbIN
IIepeIioyIoX 10 IMpUYMHE HCYe3HOBeHUs 10Horo 'oxmdpu, cerHa rpada AHpu. O6GBICKMBAS
OKpEeCTHOCTH, 00e3yMeBIINI OTell B COIIPOBOXKIAEHUY CIIYT BOPBAJICSA B XIDKUHY KOJIAYHOB
M 3acCTaj cTaporo Muiesnsa XJIOMOYYIIHUM Yy OTPOMHOIO KOTJIa C KAKMM-TO BapeBoM. He
IIOMHA cebs OT THeBa M OTYasIHUSA, r'pad HabPOCHUIICS HA CTAPOro KOJIAYHA M He pa3kKuMall
XBaTKU Ha ero ropje, IOKa JXEepPTBa He HCIIyCTHJIA OyX. A TeM BpeMeHeM B 3aMKe
JIMKOBAJIY, Halfa 10Horo l'ofdpH )KUBBIM U HEBPEAVMBIM B OLHOM U3 JaJIbHUX, JABHO He
HCIIOJIB3YEMBIX ITOKOEB, HO IIOCJIAaHEI[ C 3TOM paJOCTHOM BeCTbIO MPHUOBLI CIIUIIKOM
TI037THO, YTOOBI IIPEIOTBPATHUTh OECCMBICIEHHYIO pacIlpaBy HaJ CTapHUKOM. A KoOrjza
KaBaJIbKaja ¢ rpadoM BO IjIaBe ITOKHUANIa XUKHUHY aJIXMMHUKOB, 3a epeBbsIMH II0SIBUIIACh
¢urypa lllapsnsa. [pPOMKHK IT'OMOH I'PapCKOM Yessfy JOHeC 00 Hero CMbICH IIPOMCLIe IIEro,
HO OH B IIE€pPBBIM MOMEHT KaK OyATO 6eccTpacTHO BOCIIPHMHSJ HOBOCTH O TMOeny OTIa.
3aTeM OH Me[JIeHHO IOBUHYJICA II0 TPOIle HAaBCTpeuy rpady U IJIyXUM 3aMOTHIIBHBIM
roJIOCOM ITIPOM3HEC IIPOKIIATHE, C TOM IOPHI ITpeciefoBaslIee pox rpados C.:

ITycmb kaxcOdblli NOMOMOK, 80327108U8 ME0U po0,

Teoll HbIHEWHUU 803pacm He nepexcugem!

C mocnemHMMHU ciioBaMu lllapsp BHE3aITHO BBIXBATWJI W3 CKJIAZOK CBOEH OXeXXIbl
CTEKJITHHBIM (PJIAKOH U PE3KUM OBUKEHHEM BBIIUJIECHYJI €r0 COZEPKMMOE — KaKyIO-TO
6eClLIBETHYIO JKUOKOCTh — B JIMI[O YOUMIBI CBOErO OTILIA, a IIOCJIE TOTO KaHYJI B UYEPHOTY
HOYHOTO jieca. 'pad CKOHYasiCA Ha MeCTe, He M3[aB HU 3BYyKa, U OBLI IIOXOPOHEH Ha
CIeIYIOIINM NeHb; B Ty IIOPY CO IHS €ro POXKAEHHUS IIPOIIO YyTh O0JIblie TPULLIATH ABYX
jeT. CJIyTM U KpEIOCTHBIE KPECThSHE [OJIr0 IIPOYEChIBAJIM OKPECTHOCTH B IIOMCKaX
yOUHIIbI, HO HAITaCTh Ha €T0 cjief, He CMOTIJIH.

B mociepymoiiye rombl HUKTO OOJIbllle He 3aBOLWI pedb O IIPOKJISATUH, U OHO
IIOCTEIIEHHO U3IVIaJWIOCh U3 IaMSITH JOMOdYaZlieB ITOKOMHoro rpada. IloceMy, Korma
TFomdpu — HEBOJBHBIM BUHOBHUK TOM Tparefuy M HOCUTENb IrpadCKOro TUTyJA IIOCIIE
CMEepTH OTLia — B BO3pacTe TPUALIATH IBYX JIET IIOTH6 Ha OXOTe OT CIIYYaMHOM CTPEJIBI, BCE
OIUIaKMBABIIME 3Ty IIOTEPI0 He CBS3IU ee C BAaBHUMU cinoBaMu lllapns-KonpyHa. Ho
KOTZa CJIeAYIOIINI MOJIONO¥ rpad, HOCUBIINI UM Pobep, 6511 HalileH MEPTBHIM B II0JI€
6rmu3 3aMKa (mprueM 6e3 KaKUX-JIMO0 IIPU3HAKOB HACHIHS), CPEOU KPECTbSH IIOLUIU
TOJIKW: MOJI, HECIIPOCTA PaHHSSI CMEPTh ITOCTUIJIA UX T'OCIIOAMHA BCKOPE IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK
OH OTMETHJI CBOM TpPHUALATh BTOPOM [HEHb pOXAeHUs. JIyu, CblH Pobepa, yTOHyN1 B
KPEIOCTHOM PBY I10 IOCTHIKEHHUU BCe TOT'O )K€ POKOBOT'O BO3PACTa, U B IIOCIEeLYIOlIVe BeKa
CKOpOHBIM CITMCOK MCIIPaBHO IIOIOJIHAJICSI HMMEHaMH BCe HOBBIX PobepoB, AHpH,
AHTYaHOB ¥ APMaHOB, JXUBIINX CYACTIIUBO U JOCTOMHO, HO 6€3BpEMEHHO YXOIUBIINX B
MUP UHOH C IIPUOIMKEHUEM BO3PACTa, B KOTOPOM HX IIPEIOK COBEPIIMI TO 3JI0CYACTHOE
ybuicTBO.
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[To mpo4YTeHUH PYKOIIMCH S YBepPOBaJ B IeMICTBEHHOCTb IIPOKJIATHSA, a CJIef0BaTeJIbHO,
U B TO, YTO MHe CyAbOOM OTMEpEHO ellle MaKCUMYM OOUHHAILATh JIET )XU3HU. U 3Ta caMas
JKU3Hb, COBCEM HEJaBHO He MMeBIIAs IJISI MeHsS OOJBLUION LIEHHOCTH, TeIeph C KAXKIBIM
OHEM Ka3ajlach MHe BCe JOpOXKe, MEeX TeM KaK S BCe IJIyO)Ke IOrpYy’Kalcsi B TaMHBI
3alIpeTHOTO MHpa dYepHOM Maruu. KuBA OTIIEIBHUKOM, S He HHTepecoBaJCs
OOCTDKeHHSMU COBpeMeHHOM HayKy, IpepmnoyuTass el CpegHeBeKOBbe C €ro
OeMOHOJIOTHEeN U alXxMMUeM, — TO eCTh 3aHUMasACh TeM JKe, YeM HEeKOIfa 3aHUMAaJUCh
cTapblii Mulens U ero ceiH lllapne. OGHAKO HU B OAHOM CTapMHHOM HMCTOYHHKe MHe He
TIOITaaJIMCh CBEIeHUS O HEOOBIYHOM ITPOKJISITUY, HAJIOXKEHHOM Ha Mo pop,. MHoM pas s
IIBITAJICS MBICJIUTH PAllMOHAJIBPHO U HMCKAJI eCTECTBEHHBIE 00BSICHEHUS Yepejie CMEPTEH, B
YaCTHOCTH IIpeArionarad Ux pernoM pyk Illapnd U ero moToMKoB. OAHaKO IIOCie
CKpPYIIyJIE3HBIX apXUBHBIX U3bICKAHWH S He HallleJI CBUA,EeTeIbCTB TOTO, UYTO POJ, aJIXMMHKa
OB ITPOINOJDKEH, W TOTZA BEPHYJICS K OKKYJIBTHBIM IUTYOUAM B HAJEXAEe OTBICKATh
CPeZCTBO, CHUMaIoIllee 3aKIATHe. B omHOM Bompoce s1 6511 aOCOTIOTHO TBEDH: S PELINII
HUKOTZA He JXeHUTHCH, YTOOBI IIPOKJIATHE YMEPJIO BMECTe CO MHOM, Mb60 B HAlleM pOny
6osplire He OBI0 MYIKCKUX BETBEIA.

Crapsbiii [Ibep ITOKUHYJ 3€MHYIO I0H0JIb HE3aZOJIMO A0 MOEro TpUALaTuieTus. I 6e3
YbeH-JIM60 IIOMOLIM IIOXOPOHHUJI €ro II0f IUIMTAaMH BHYTPEHHEro IOBOpa, IfEe OH IIpHU
JKM3HM TaK JIIOOMJI IIPOTyIUBATHCS. OTHBIHE SI OCTAJICSI €OUHCTBEHHBIM YeJIOBEYECKUM
CYILLIEeCTBOM B OTPOMHOM CTapoO¥ KPeIoCTU U MO, THETOM OJMHOYECTBA ITOYTH CMUPUIICA B
oylie C HEOTBPAaTHMOCTBIO POKA, YTOTOBUBIIETO MHE CKOPYIO KOHYHUHY I10 IPUMepy MOUX
npegkoB. Temepp s OONBLIYI0O YacTh BpPeMEHU IIOCBALIAN  0OCIemOBaHUIO
IIOJIyPa3BaIMBLUINXCS U JABHO 3a0pOIIEHHBIX YacTel 3aMKa, Kyaa 60sJIcsa 3arasgblBaTh B
IOHOCTU. VIHBIe U3 TeX ITOMELIeHUH, KaK paccKa3biBall IIbep, yke 60jiee YeThIpeX CTOJIETUH
He CJIBIIIAJIM 3BYKa JIIOOCKUX LIAaroB. MHOroe W3 yBUIEHHOTO TaM BHYLIAJIO TpeIleT.
CrapuHHass Meb6esb, IIOKPHITas BEKOBHIM CJIOEM IIBIJIM, HACKBO3b ITPOTHMJIA U3-32
LIApUBIIEN TaM ChIpOCTHU. [layTHHA BCTpeYyasiach IOBCIOY B HEBUIAAHHOM H300MINH, a
TUTAaHTCKYE HETONBIPU — €IUHCTBEHHBIE OOUTATEIN 3TOTO MpaKa — XJIOTAIU JXYTKUMHU
KOCTJIIBBIMM KPBIJIBSIMU ITPU MOEM ITPUOGIMKEHUH.

Termepp S OYeHb BHUMATEJIBHO BeJl CYeT CBOMM [OHSAM U Jake 4dacaM, ITIOCKOJIBKY
KakJoe OBIKEHNE MasTHHUKA MaCCUBHBIX YacOB B 6UOIMOTEKe OTMEPSIIIO CTPEMUTENIBHO
COKpAILIABLUINICS CPOK MOEH JXU3HHU. U BOT HACTaIU JHU, KOTOPBIX S JKAAJI C TPEBOXXHBIM
IIpeJuyyBCTBHMEM. Bce MOHM IIpeiKM yMHUpaIU He3a[OoJIro OO0 OOCTHIKEHHSA HMH TOYHOTIO
BOo3pacTa rpada AHpPH B [AEHb €ro CMepTU. Tereps U S MPUOIHU3UIICSI K STOMY BO3PacTy U
OBIT BCce BpeMsI HAacCTOpOXKe — He 3Has, B KaKOM O6JIHNYbe HACTUTHET MEeHS CMepTh, HO
OyAydu IIOJIOH PELIMMOCTHU BCTPETUTH €€ JIMLIOM K JIMIY, a He KaK JKaJIKUH TPyC WU
TTaCCHBHAas XepTBa. 1 51 C yIBOEHHBIM pBEHMEM ITPOA0IIKAJ 00CIeloBaTh CTaphIi 3aMOK.

CobBITHE, PELIUTENIPHO HW3MEHMBIIEE MOI0 JXU3Hb, IIPOU3OLIJIO BO BpeMS CaMOH
IOJIUTEJIPHOM W3 MOHUX BBUIA30K B 3a0polIeHHbIe TIOMEIIEHUS KpemocTH. COoriacHO
pacyeTaM, OCTaBaJIOCh MeHee HeJleId A0 POKOBOT'O Yaca, KOTOPBIM OTpPaHUYMBAJI CPOK
MOEro 3e€MHOr0 CYyIIeCTBOBAaHUSA. BOJBLIYIO YacTh TOTO yTpa S IOTpATWI, Kapabkasichk
BBEPX U BHU3 IT0 I10JIypa3pyLIeHHBIM JIECTHUYHBIM ITPOJIETAM B OLHOM U3 ballleH, CUJIbHEe
BCEro IMOCTpafaBlLIeli OT BpeMeHU. K mosynHIo s mobpajicsa oo ee CaMOro HUKHET'o YPOBHS,
roe B CpegHUe BeKa, CyHOs 10 BCEMY, paclojiarajach TEMHUIIA, a IT03LHee OB YCTPOeH
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IIOPOXOBOM IIOrpe6. I MemJIEHHO IIPOIBUTAJICS II0 OCKIU3JIOMY IIONy Cpemu CTeH,
IIOKPBITBIX KOPKOM CEJTUTPSHBIX OTJIOKEHUH, a Yepe3 HEKOTOpOoe BpeMs B HEBEPHOM CBeTe
dakrena yBumen nepen, coboi Iiyxylo, COYUBIIYIOCS BIaroy CTeHy. I y)xe 6bIJI0 IIOBEPHYII
Has3af, KaK BOPYT 3aMeTUJI HeOOJIbLION JIIOK B IOy IPSMO Y MOUX HOT. YyTh ITIOMEAJIUB B
HEepeLIUTEIbPHOCTH, SI YXBAaTUJICS 32 KOJIbLIO, BOEJIaHHOEe B KPBIUIKY JII0OK3, U C OTPOMHBIM
TPYZOM ero IOOHsI. M3 YyepHOro IIpoBajia XJIBIHYJIX YAYLUIJIVMBBIE HCIIapeHHU:, efBa He
3aracuBlIve MOM aKes, HO S yCIIel pasINiAfeTh Befdylllie BHU3 KaMeHHble CTyIIeHH.
T 0’KmaBIUINCh, KOTMA TIOTOK 3JI0BOHUA 0ciab, a pakes BHOBb HayaJsl ropeTh bojee- MeHee
POBHO, SI HayaJ CITycK. CTylleHeK OKa3aJIoCh MHOTO, a OT IIOCJIefHEeH M3 HUX HauyWHaJICS
Y3KUM, OOJMMILIOBAHHBIM KaMHEM TYHHEIb, KOTOPBIM, CyAsS II0 BCEMY, JIEXKAJI HUKE
TIOSHOJKUS XOIMa.

SI mOJITo 1IeJI IT0 TYHHEJIIO, TTIOKA He YIIEPCS B TOJICTYIO NyOOBYIO ABEPS, BIIAYKHYIO, KaK U
BCE BOKPYT, M BOCIIPOTUBUBLIYIOCA MOHWM IIOIIBITKAM €€ OTKPHITh. YOeOUBIINCH B
TLIETHOCTH CBOUX YCHJINH, S IBUHYJICA 06paTHO 110 TYHHEIIIO, HO Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO IIaroB
3aMep KaK BKONAHHBIM, HUCIBITAB CUJIbHelIIee MOTPSICEHUEe, He CPpaBHUMOE HU C 4eM
OOTOJIe MHOIO IIEPEXXUTHIM. S BHE3AITHO YCJIBIIIAJ, KaK ABeph IT03a4U MeHS 3aCKpUIIena,
MeIjIeHHO ITOBOpDAaYMBasCh Ha pIXKaBBIX IeTNsIX. MoOM YyBCTBA B TOT MOMEHT He
TIOAHAIOTCA ONMKCaHWI0. OfHA JIMIIb MBICIB O BO3MOJXKHOM BCTpeYEe C UeJIOBEKOM JIH60
IIPU3PAaKOM B [OaBHBIM-JAaBHO 3a0pOIIEHHOM IIOf3eMejbe 3aMKa IIOBepIrjia MeHS B
HeBOOOpa3suMBIN y)kac. Korma s HakoHel] IIpeOfoJiesl OLieIIeHEHWE U IIOBEPHYJICS B
CTOPOHY 3ByKa, MOM IjIa3a Ha4yaJIy OLIYTHUMO BBIJIE3ATh U3 OPOUT.

B roruyeckol apke JBEpPHOTO IIpoeMa CTOSUI 4YeJIOBEK B TEMHOM IUIAThe
cpegHeBEKOBOro ¢pacoHa U MaJIEHBKOM 1Iaroyke. Ero mjuHHBIE T'yCThle BOJIOCH U bopoma
OBITM MCCHUHSI-YEpPHOrO 1LiBeTa, JIO6 Ka3aJiCsi HEeHOPMAaJbHO OOJBLUINM, BIIJIble ILEKU
IIOKPBIBAJIA CETh MOPILIUH, & KUCTH IJIUHHBIX PYK, Y3JI0BaThIe U KJIeLTHeobpa3Hble, UMeIN
MEPTBEHHO- 6JIeIHBIN, MPaMOPHBIN OTTEHOK, KAaKOTO S HU pa3y He BUIEN y JIIOHEH.
Hccoxiiee TelO0 HE3HAKOMIA OBUIO KaK-TO CTPAHHO CKOCOOOYEHO, IPU 3TOM IIOYTHU
TepSIACh B CKIIQLKax ero IpOCTOpHOro obmadeHus. Ho 6osee Bcero MeHs IOpPa3UIN €ro
r71a3a: ABa IIpoBajsia OE3TOHHOM YEepHOTHI, UCIIOJTHEHHbIE NTUKOM 3710061 1 HeHAaBUCTU. U
3TU IJIa3a IPUCTAJIBHO CMOTpENM Ha MeHS, CIOBHO HaMepeBasCh pacTep3aTh B KIOYbS
MOIO AyLIy.

HakoHe1 yenoBeK I10Jajl rojIoC — Pe3KUM, I'YJIKWUH, ObIIIaBLUINN YIPO30M, — OT KOTOPOT'O
y MeHA IOLIJIM MYPAIIKH 110 KoyKe. V3BSICHAJICA OH Ha BYJIbrapHOM JIATBIHH, OBIBIIEIH B
Xo#y cpemyu ydeHbIX Jiofeli CpefHEBEKOBbSI U B 1LIeJIOM HEIJIOXO 3HAKOMOM MHe II0
MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIM TPaKTaTaM JIeMOHOJIOTOB U aJIXMMUKOB TOTO BpeMeHU. IIpexxae Bcero
YeJIOBEK- IPU3PaK HAIIOMHUWII O MPOKJIATHUH, TATOTEBLIEM Haj MOHWM pPOAOM, U O MOeM
6JIM3KOM KOHIIE, KOTOPHIM OBLI IIpefoIpenesnieH 1U3-3a yOUNCTBa MOUM IIPEAKOM CTaporo
Mumrens. lajee OH IIPUHSJICA CO 3JI0paZiCTBOM OITMCHIBaTh MecThb lllapinsa-KongyHa. OH
pacckasai, Kax Illapab CKpeUICS B HOYHOM JIeCcy cpasy Ilocjie OTMILeHUs rpady U Kak OH
CITyCTSI TOLOBI BEPHYJICA B 3TH MeCTa, YTOOBI ITOACTepedyh U yO6uTh crpenoi Tomdpw,
IIpUOJIMIKABIIEroCsS K BO3PAcTy, B KOTOPOM Imoru6b ero orewl. OH pacckas3as, kak llapib
TalHO 0OOCHOBAJICS B OOHOM U3 YIKe TOrHa 3abBITHIX 3aMKOBBIX ITOA3EMENIUI, B JBEPHOM
IIpoeMe KOTOPOTro TeIlepb Mas4yuiia 3Ta JXyTKad GUrypa; oH pacckasaj, Kak Illapap Haman
rocpenu mons Ha Pobepa, ceiHa T'omdpu, U CUIION BIIMJI €My B POT sf, TaKUM obpa3om
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yMEPTBUB €ro B TPUALATHUIBYXJIETHEM BO3pPACTe U IIPOJOJIKUB HCIIOJIHEHYE ITPOKJISATHS.
PacCKa3yuK He YIOOCYKWICS IIPOSICHUTH 3arafiKy, Ka3aBIIYIOCS MHe Hauboyiee CTpaHHOM
BO BCEM 3TOM HCTOPHM, & UMEHHO: KEM U KaK HCIOJIHSJIOCH IIPOKJISITUE IIOC/IEe CMEpTH
lllapssi. BMECTO 3TOTO OH ITYCTWICSA B PAacCy’XKOeHHUs 06 OIBITaX ABYX aJIXMMHKOB, OTLIA U
CBIHA, 0c060 yrHpas Ha MonbITKY LIapisa co3maTh SIUKCUP, HAPYIOLUN BEUHYIO XU3Hb U
MOJIOA,OCTb.

BoogyuieByieHUEe, C KOTOPBIM OH TOBOPMJI 006 aJIXMMHUYECKUX OITBITaX, Ha BpeMs
3aTMUJIO B €0 B30pe Ty SIPOCTHYIO0 HEHABUCTD, UTO TaK IIOTPSICIIa MeHSA BHa4dajle, HO 3aTeM
3TOT IObSBOJIBCKUM OIeCK 00BSIBHUIICSI BHOBb. He3HaKoMell U3ziaj Mep3KUi, I10-3MENHOMY
IIWMIAIIWE 3BYyK M BBITAIIMJI U3 CKJIANOK OHEXIObl HeOOJNBLIYIO CKISHKY, OYEeBUAHO
HaMepeBasiCh ITOKOHYUTh CO MHOM TeM JKe 00pa3oM, KaKUM IIOCTYyIuI C rpadoM AHpHU
ITapip-KOJAOYH LIECTBCOT JIET Hasad. MouMU OalpHEMIIMMU OeNCTBUSAMU PYKOBOLUII
HCKJIIOYUTEJIBHO UHCTUHKT CaMO3allUThl; IIPEOL0JIeB ObSIBOJIBCKOE OlLieTIeHEHUE, KOTOpoe
CKOBBIBAJIO MEHSI Ilepef, JIMIIOM Bpara, HaMepeBaBLIErOCA MeEHS MW3HUYTOXUTD, 5
3aIlyCTWJI B HEro yXXe IOYTU IoraciiuM ¢axenoM. IocabIliazica 3BOH CTEKIIA; CKIISTHKA
yIasa ¥ pa3buiach HA KAMEHHOM II0JIy Y HOT HE3HAKOMIIA, Ybsl OLEKIa C HEOXKUIAaHHOH!
OBICTPOTOM 3aHSJIACh CTPAHHBIM, IIOYTU OeIBIM IUIaMeHeM. HeuenoBeueCKWI BOILIb
y>Xaca 1 6ecCUIbHOM 3710051, ICTOPTHYTHIM HE3aJauIuBBIM YOUI1IEH, OKa3aJICsl CIIUIIKOM
CHUJIBHBIM UCITBITAaHUEM [JI1 MOUX U 6€e3 TOro IpefesIbHO HAIIPS)KEHHBIX HEPBOB, U 5 6e3
YYBCTB PYXHYJI Ha CKOJIb3KME KaMHU TyHHEJIA.

Korma s OuYHyJCSA, BOKpPYr CTOSIIa KpoMelIHas ThbMa. MoOM pa3syM IIpOTUBUICS
OCMBICJIEHUIO IIPOMCIIEHLIEero, HO JIIOOOIBITCTBO OKa3aloCh cuiabHee. KeM ObBIIO 3TO
H“c4yague 371a U KaK 3TOT 3JI0J el IIPOHUK B ITOJBAJIbI 3aMKa, MyYUTENIBHO AyMal f. [louemMy
OH XOTeJ OTOMCTUTb 3a CMEpPTh CTAaporo Muuienss U KakKUM 00pa3oM IIPOKJISTHE
HCIIOJIHSAJIOCHh B TeUeHHe MHOTUX BEKOB, ITpollefunx co BpeMeH lllapina-konpyHa? CTpax
cMepTu 6ojlee He TATOTEN HAJO MHOM C TOM MMHYTHI, KaK OBUI IIOBEPKEH HCTOYHUK
CMepTeNIbHOM yrpo3bl, M Telepb BO MHe pa3pacTajgoch JKejlaHUe BBISICHUTH BCE O
IIPOKJIATUH, CTOJIETUSMH IIpeciiefoBaBIlIeM MO POJ U IIpeBpaTHUBIIEM IIOCIeTHHe IOfbl
MO€H JXU3HU B HEIIPEeXOOAIINH KomrMap. UTak, pelIuBIINCh Pa306paThCsa B 3TOM [0 KOHIIA,
s1 BBIHYJI U3 KapMaHa KpeMeHb ¥ OTHHBO U 3a)KeT CBOM 3aI1aCcHOM aker.

[IepBBIM, YTO S YBUZEJ B €0 CBETE, OKA3aJIOCh 0OYITIEHHOE TeJI0 He3HAKOMLIA, YepHOMH
becdopMeHHOM I'pYZO Je)KaBIlIee Ha ITONy. ETo XyTKUe ria3a 6bUIM Terephb 3aKPBITHI. S
TIOCIIELIUJI OTBOPOTHUTDH OT HEro B30p U BOIIeJl B IIOMelleHMe 3a ABepbhlo, OKa3aBllIeecs
yeM-TO BpOZe aJIXMMUYeCKOM 1abopaTopuu. B o4HOM U3 yII0B 6BUIH HEOPEIKHO CBAJIEHBI
B Ky4y OPYCKH JKeJITOTO METaJIa, IPKO 3aCBEPKaBIlIMe, KOTAa s MPUGIU3UI K HUM daxkerr.
To MOrsio OBITH 30JI0TO, HO SI Ja’ke He IIONBITAJICA B 3TOM YIOCTOBEDUTHCS, BCe ellle
HaxOZHsCh IIOf, CIIMIUKOM CHUJIBHBIM BIIeYaTJIeHHUEeM OT IIEPeXUTOro. B IanbHEeM KOHIIe
KOMHAaTBI 06HapY)KUJIOCh OTBEPCTHE, KOTOPOE BBIBEJIO MEHS B OBMH 13 3apOCIINX OBPAroB,
KOMMHU HU300UIOBaJI JUKUM JieC y MOLHOXXUSA XOJIMa. BRISICHUB Terepb, KaKUM 0b6pa3oM
He3HaKoMel] IIPOHUKAJ B 3aMOK, sI BO3BPATUJICS B TYHHenb. He kenas 6oee cMOTpeTs Ha
OCTaHKH, SI XOTeJI OBICTPO ITPOMTU MUMO, HO TYT IOCJBILIAJICS CIabbIM 3BYK, Kak 6yATO
YKa3bIBAIOIIVI Ha TO, YTO JXW3Hb ellle He OKOHYATeJIBHO yracja B 3TOM O0O0XJKEHHOM U
CKpIloueHHOM Teje. [IpeonosieB oTBpallieHMe, I HAKJIOHUIICS, YTOOBI ellje pa3 ero OrjsfeTs.
B 3TOT caMbIii MOMEHT BIPYT PacCKpPBUIMCH ITPOH3UTENIBHO-YEpHBIE IJIa3a — Jaxe bonee
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YyepHble, HEXXEeJIU OOYITIeHHOe JIMI0, — & pPacTpecKaBIIMecs I'yObl ITOMBITANIMCh YTO-TO
IIPOM3HECTU. I C TPYZOM pa3zobpan TonbKO UM «IIapib-KOJIAYyH» U ellle ABa CJIOBA —
«TOIBI» U «IIPOKJISATHE», B OCTAJIBHOM JK€ CMBICII €ero 6ecCBSI3HOTO OOPMOTAHUSI OT MEHS
ycKronb3aii. Korma oH 3TO IMOHSJI, TEMHBIH B3TJISIT, BCIIBIXHYJI TAKOM 3710001, UTO ST HEBOJIBHO
OTILIATHYJICSA, 1103a0BIB 0 6€CITOMOLIHOM COCTOSTHUM Bpara.

U Torpma 3TOT HECUACTHBIN, cOOpaB OCTATKU CUI U IIPUIIONHSB I'OJIOBY C OCKIIM3JIBIX
KaMHeH II0JIa, K MOeMY y’)Kacy, 3arOBOPHJI I'POMKO U BIIOJIHE OT4YeTnuBO. ClIOBa €ro, B
KaXXJIOM W3 KOTOPBIX YYBCTBOBAJIOCH OTJIETABIIEe AbIXaHUE JKU3HU, OO CUX IIOpP CTOST Y
MEeHS B YLIaX, OTPaBIIsSis MOM ITOKOM HEM U HOYBIO.

- I'nynien! — 1oyt npokpu4yasa oH. — Thl TaK ¥ He IIOHAJ, B YeM COCTOSII MOM CeKpeT?
TBOM HUKYEMHBIM YMMUILIKO TaK U He CMOT YSCHUTH, KaK Ha MPOTSIKEHUU IIeCTU BEKOB
COBIBAJIOCH ITPOKJISITHE, HAJIOKEHHOE Ha TBOM pox! Pa3Be s He TOBOPUJ Tebe PO SITUKCUP
BEYHOM JXu3HU? Tebe [MO CHUX IIOp HEBOOMEK, UTO BelHUYaMIIas TakHa aJIXMMHU OBLIa
yCITeLIHO OTKpbITa?! Tak ciy1iai ke — 3To st! ! 3To S MPOKUIT LIIeCTh BEKOB, YTOOBI MCTUTH,
160 s u ecth Llapib- KoIAyH!

ITepeeo0: Bacunuti Jopo2okynnis
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